Preparation for the Fieldwork

As we plan for the Year 13 AS Level Geography Coursework there are a few things that you need to think about before we go away. 

1. Organisation of a Fieldwork event 

At A Level you have to be more involved in the understanding of the planning, preparation and organisation that goes into a fieldwork event.  For a 2 day residential coursework – what sort of things do you think the teachers have to think about as they plan for this? 

2. Health and Safety Issues 

Safety is the most important issue on any fieldtrip.  We need to think about each of the different fieldwork situations that we are going to be in on the 2 days and we need to think and plan for any situation that we might be in.  You will then have to produce a report outlining what you think the risks are at each site and how we might be able to get around them.  We will also consider the standard arrangements needed for any trip out of school. 

3. Equipment Organisation 

You need to consider what equipment you might need to bring with  you and what we need to provide so that you can complete the measurements needed. 

Planning for the Coursework 
Task 1:

Preparation for recording information in a river. 
Your job is to produce the recording sheets needed to complete a piece of coursework in a river.  You need to record the following features in at the river 


· Width of stream

· Depth of stream (at 30cm intervals) 

· Velocity at near bank, mid stream and far bank 

· Slope angle (gradient) 

· Friction points (Internal and External) 

· Wetted perimeter 

· Calculations needed to be made later 

· Average depth 

· Cross Sectional Area 

· Hydraulic Radius 

· Average Velocity 

· Discharge 

Risk Assessment 

The table below includes a list of the fieldworks that we intend to do over the 2 days.  You must write a detailed list of any risks to health and safety that might be evident at each site.  Then you must also write down any measures which can be taken to minimise the risks. 

	Fieldwork event 
	Risks 
	Safety Measures/Procedures 

	Fieldwork No 1 – Sand Dunes and Seral Succession (Magilligan)
	
	

	Fieldwork No 2 - The impact of tourism on the local area – Mussenden Temple


	
	

	Fieldwork No 3 – The Forest Ecosystem of Downhill Forest
	
	

	Fieldwork No 4 – A Rivers fieldwork (River Bush)
	
	

	Fieldwork event 
	Risks 
	Safety Measures/Procedures 

	The impact of tourism on the local area – Dunluce Castle 


	
	

	Fieldwork No 4 – Land Use Survey in Portrush 


	
	

	Fieldwork No 5 – Population survey in Coleraine
	
	


